
 
 

From our Spirituality and Healing Ministries . . . 
 

Our Catholic Family of Cheektowaga would like to thank all of the staff and volunteers that 
came together to help prepare the food, the venue and the environment for the gathering of 
our Bishops and Priests at the Msgr. Malikowski Center on the grounds of Resurrection 
Church on Monday, September 15th. The more than 40 members of clergy along with our 

Bishops Mike and Malone who attended the event would also like to specifically thank all who 
participated in hours of adoration in front of the Blessed Sacrament. On that day we prayed from 
9:00 am to 9:00 pm for our priests and future vocations as they gathered together and we created a 
sacred vehicle of support of them and for the future of our local Church. 

On this day a special guest joined the gathering of priests — Peter Brady. At the age of 19, Pete 
experienced an accident at his swimming pool that caused a quadriplegic condition. In the years following 
his accident, lifted up by his strong faith and with the support and prayers of family and friends, Pete 
graduated from Edinboro University of Pennsylvania in the area of Communications. In his motorized 
wheelchair, he visited came to each table of priests and thanked them for their past prayers and told us 
that he was praying now for them. 

His mother, Jane, a former library of science specialist at Christ the King Seminary in East Aurora, 
described the life of Fr. Bill Atkinson, an Augustinian priest from Philadelphia, PA. At the same age as 
Pete when he had his accident, Bill was hurt severely in 1965 that caused the same quadriplegic condition. 
In 1974, nine years after he was injured, Bill was ordained with a special dispensation from Pope Paul VI. 
Fr. Bill served more than 30 years as a priest and inspired and comforted many through his compassion 
and pastoral ways. Following his death in 2006, many spoke of him as a saint in their midst. The cause was 
opened for the pathway to his canonization in 2017. May we all continue to be inspired by the young man, 
Peter, and a priest’s holy life and ask Fr. Bill to pray for us as we pray for his cause and for each 
other. Providentially and unknown to all of us until the day of the event of the Malikowski Center itself, 
we learned that Fr. Bill Atkinson died on the very date that the priests gathered and we prayed for them 
— the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows, September 15th. 

Fr. Bill's story can be found at the following link -- https://augustinian.org/future-saints/current-servants 
-of-god/ 

 
After dinner, Jane Brady provided those attending with the opportunity to take tours of the newly 
developed Resurrection Retreat House in the rectory designed for priests, deacons, religious and lay 
individuals, couples and small families. 

 
Join the Catholic Family of Cheektowaga for a special day of prayer and remembrance at Maria 
Hilf Chapel of Our Lady Help of Christians beginning with Holy Mass at 8:30 am, Exposition 
and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from 9:00 am until 6:00 pm, Liturgy of the Hours 

Vespers (Evening Prayer) beginning at 6:00 pm and concluding the day of prayer with the Rosary. 
This special Day of Remembrance held on October 6th as a Vigil to the Feast of Our Lady of the 
Rosary and a period of remembrance of the tragic day (10-7-24) that included the killing of the 
innocent in unspeakable violence leading to the current war in the Holy Land. Join us to pray at 
times convenient to your schedule for Healing and Peace! 

 
Join our Cheektowaga Family’s Our Lady Queen of Peace Center as we host and pray the 
Living Rosary on the Feast Commemorating the Miracle of the sun and the Final Apparition 
of Our Lady of Fatima at St. Josaphat’s Grotto of Our Lady on Monday, October 13th at 6:00 
pm. 


