
 

 

 

 

 

- Unique stained glass depicting Our Lady receiving the Body of Christ from St. John, 
(Basilica of Saint Mary of the Angels, Olean, NY)  

Happy Mother’s Day as we receive the Real Presence of Christ . . .  

During this beautiful time of year, this Easter Season, in the month of May, we are reminded 
of the first one who bore Christ to the world, Our Lady. As we celebrate Mother’s Day this 
weekend, we praise our Blessed Mother and thank her for her role model as mother, as 
disciple and as one who deeply loved Our Lord. Our Dear Mother, Mary, experienced the 
Real Presence of the Lord in her life in an intimate and close manner as she lived life on 
earth with Him. We also are blessed and graced to experience the Real Presence of Christ 
as He lives with and within us.  

We speak of the presence of Christ under the appearances of bread and wine as "real" in 
order to emphasize the special nature of His presence. What appears to be bread and wine 
is in its very substance the Body and Blood of Christ. In Our Catholic Faith, it is our belief, 
as sacred doctrine of the Church, that the elements of the Eucharist, the whole substance 
of the bread is changed into the Body, and the whole substance of the wine is changed into 
the Blood, of Jesus. These elements of the earth are substantially transformed into the 
Divine yet remain in the appearances of the bread and wine. This transformation is called 
transubstantiation. The bread and wine changes in substance into the whole being of Jesus 
and remains this way. We place the hosts, not consumed at Mass, in the tabernacle to 
preserve His Real Presence among us. [The sacrament of Holy Communion] contains the 
whole actual being of Our Lord, as God and Human." (Mysterium Fidei, (The Mystery of 
Faith), no. 39). This weekend as we celebrate Mother’s Day and children in our Diocese and 
across the country and world will be receiving the Real Presence of Jesus for the Frist 
Time – let us proclaim for them and us all -- Praise be to God! Our Blessed Mother Mary 
knew our Lord so deeply and bore Him to the world. As we imitate His first beloved disciple, 
His Mother, our dear Mother Mary, let us bring Him to the world. During this time of May as 
we celebrate Our Heavenly Mother and honor all of our mothers here on earth and in 
Heaven, may we celebrate all those who receive First Holy Communion and with Our Lady, 
let us adore Him, let us be part of Him, let us share Him: God’s Love and peace, Fr. John  



O Mary, give us a heart as beautiful, pure, and spotless as yours. A heart like yours, so 
full of love and humility. May we be able to receive Jesus as bread of life, to love him as 
you loved him, to serve him under the mistreated face of the [vulnerable]. We ask this 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. -- St. Teresa of Calcutta  

You are invited . . . The Living Rosary in Honor of Mary, Our Mother for Hope, Healing 
and Peace . . . Join Us!  

 

 

 

 

 

When: The Feast of Our Lady of Fama, Tuesday, May 13th 7:00 pm  

Where: Our Lady Help of Christians Outdoor Gro o (weather permitting, alternative site -- 
Our Lady Help of Christians, Maria Hilf Chapel)  

RSVP: Designate whether attending and/or being a living bead (holding a candle in prayer) 
contact OLHC parish office at 716-276-9288; olhc.chapel@gmail.com or Fr. John at 716-
683-3712; frjohnbestill@hotmail.com. 


