
From Fr. John . . .  

I am so blessed and graced by Our Lord to be able return to Cheektowaga where I began my 
journey in your family at Resurrection Parish while being mentored by Fr. Conrad 
Stachowiak while a transitional deacon throughout 2013 2014. I was able to work together 
with both hearing and Deaf individuals in ministry and community. Many of you lifted me up 
in prayer and caring as I became a priest in 2014. Because of your loving support, this area 
and the community have a special place in my heart. Though growing up in Duquesne, PA, 
a small steel mill town near Pittsburgh, I have found my home in Western New York for the 
past 36 years. Besides living in Pennsylvania and New York, I resided in southern California 
for ten years as I completed my graduate studies and began my career paths in psychology 
and university teaching. These initial experiences paved a way for me to discover God’s 
greatest blessing and gift to my life -- my vocational call. This divine gift eventually brought 
me here to this beautiful area and community and your sacred grounds.  

Prior to being assigned to the Catholic Family of Cheektowaga, my previous placement in 
the Buffalo Diocese was as pastor in Olean at the Basilica of St. Mary of the Angels and St. 
John the Evangelist. When my ministry in Olean came to an end, I was given a special 
assignment in the foothills of the Ozarks in Southern Missouri where I began further studies 
at Assumption Abbey (a Cistercian Monastery living among several Vietnamese monks), 
Nazareth Hermitage both in Ava, MO, and at Missouri State University in Springfield, MO. As 
a member of clergy, a licensed psychologist and certified school psychologist, I have 
ministered alongside the vulnerable of all ages including those with physical, mental health 
and spiritual struggles, and with families in crisis and/or those coping with bereavement 
and loss. Given my professional and ministerial experiences, our Shepherd, Bishop Mike, 
supported and commissioned me to develop special programming in Spirituality and 
Healing. The vision of this programming included the developing and implementing of the 
project at sites across the Diocese and to begin within our own Cheektowaga family 
community. After ten months of being away on my further studies assignment, I arrived 
back here in the area about two weeks ago named as one of your senior parochial vicars 
and the Coordinator of Healing Ministries throughout the Diocese. I reside in the rectory at 
Resurrection parish. I would love to hear from you as we continue together revealing God’s 
plan and mission of healing and hope. Please do not hesitate to contact me at 
Frjohnbestill@hotmail.com and/or at 716-683-3712.  

Besides being thrilled and filled with joy to continue my vocational journey here in 
Cheektowaga, I am also excited now to root for my two favorite football teams – the Buffalo 
Bills and the Pittsburgh Steelers. I have suffered greatly while living for ten months among 
Kansas City Chief fans (smile), Go.Bills!  



In closing, I want to thank.you for your very warm and encouraging welcome and support. I 
so look forward to meeting and getting to know each of you as we walk together with Fr. 
Todd, Fr. Lou, the staff, and volunteers, while on this journey of Hope, Healing, Love and 
Peace, during this Jubilee Year and beyond.  

God’s Blessings and His Graces in the New Year and Always, 


