It is a Sacred Time! Blessings to you this Christmas! As se reflect - we might ask ourselves. . . Why the Nativity?
During this Christmas Season, we can discover the mystery through Our God Who “gives” us His Son. The
Incarnation is an encounter. As Pope Benedict once stated -- He encounters us ever anew, in the men and women who
reflect his presence, in his word, in the sacraments, and especially in the Eucharist. In the Church's Liturgy, in her prayer, in the
living community of believers, we experience the love of God, we perceive his presence, and we thus learn to recognize that
presence in our daily lives. He loves us, he makes us see and experience his love . . . [this] love can also blossom as a response
within us (Pope Benedict XV1, Deus Caritas Est, no. 17). Last week, we celebrated the Fourth Sunday of Advent and we
lit the fourth candle, the Candle of Love. Then on Thursday this past week, we lit the single Christmas Candle
signifying the Light, His Light coming into the world. This light shines from above every time we come to others
through LOVE, our actions of giving become incarnational as we bear Christ to the World around us. The mystery,
the miracle is that we become the love that we receive. As we celebrate this sacred time, let us discover deeply its
meaning, by entering the mystery, let us live the miracle as we become what we receive . . . Why the Nativity? Its
purpose among many is the mystery unfolding in our parish families, in our own families, in our friends, in the
strangers placed in our paths, in YOU! God’s gifts to our World.




