Our Spirituality and Healing Ministries . . .

As noted in last week’s bulletin, during this worldwide Jubilee Year of Hope and our local Year of
Healing, Our Dear Blessed Mother is a powerful intercessor to bring us Hope, Healing and Peace. Since
the Catholic Family of Cheektowaga has been designated as the first Center of Life within the Buffalo
Diocese, under our dear Lady’s patronage - We ask for her guidance and protection, as we invoke her
under the title of Our Lady Queen of Peace within our Center of Life.

Spirituality and Healing ministries and programming within our family of parishes are being designed to
help develop, promulgate, stimulate, enhance, and maintain the spiritual growth and God’s healing
presence within the Diocese of Buffalo. The programming will also address and employ ways for parish
sites and its ministers to become instruments of God’s Will imitating the Apostles and Christ’s disciples
as they were commissioned to bring forth a spirituality of hope through reconciliation, rebirth, renewal
and communion (Mark, 4:35-41; 10:52 Matthew, 8:23-27; 9:6; 12:13 Luke, 8:22-25; 10:9 and John 11:25).

The primary driving force of this special calling and mission within our family of parishes is the Holy
Spirit. The Spirit uses each of our unique gifts for the purpose of bringing people closer to God and one
another. Experiences of physical, mental health, and spiritual healing gives birth to wholeness of health
and life. Parishioner and visitor transformations will inspire others to openness and movement of the
Lord in our midst. Offering compassion and mercy to all those who come to us will be a welcoming
agent for those most vulnerable.

During the Year of Mercy in 2016-2017, Pope Francis stated that the practice of pilgrimage made to
cathedrals, basilicas, local churches and shrines is an important act of love and trust in the Lord within
the Christian world. This pilgrimage action taken by Christians during a time of Jubilee provides an
opportunity for many to enter more deeply into God’s Life . We will embark on this journey through
reading and meditating on the Word, while also rediscovering the power of the Sacraments and the value
of silence and “taking sabbath” while in adoration and prayer as we reverence Our Divine Creator. In
our sacred sites in this part of the Diocese of Buffalo, we like others across the world, will provide an
opportunity of a spiritual awakening in our midst. We will do so in a unique manner. As establishing the
first Our Lady Queen of Peace Center of Life, we will open ourselves to our loving God, through worship
and the sacraments, communal devotion and private prayer, healing, respite and renewal, so the Divine
mystery can become a reality for many. We will invite and enable others to experience the Lord’s healing
touch and the movement of the Holy Spirit in a special way as they come to visit our Catholic Family of
Cheektowaga.
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