
                              Sunday 

 7:00 a.m. - OLHC Chapel 
 8:00 a.m. - Queen of Martyrs 

 9:00 a.m. - Resurrection 

10:00 a.m. - OLHC Church 

11:00 a.m.  - St. Josaphat 
11:30 a.m. - OLHC Church (Vietnamese) 
12:30 p.m. - OLHC Chapel (Latin)   

THE CATHOLIC FAMILY OF CHEEKTOWAGA 
 

 

 

 

 

4125 Union Rd., Cheektowaga, NY 14225  
Phone: (716) 276-9288 † Email: olhc.chapel@gmail.com 

www.cheektowagacatholicfamily.org  
Mrs. Joanna Sell—Central OĜce Manager 

Mrs. Joanie Boersma—Bookkeeper 

Mrs. Kathy Reinard—Administrative Assistant 
Mr. Michael Sacilowski—Faith Formation, Director 

Mr. Bill Lunger—Building and Grounds 

 

OĜce Hours:  
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. ; 12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Todd Remick, Pastor 

tremick@buffalodiocese.org 

Fr. Louis Klein, Senior P. Vicar 

Fr. John Adams, Senior P. Vicar and Coordinator of 
Healing Ministry, Buffalo Diocese                                

frjohnbestill@hotmail.com 

Fr. Tuan Pham, OMI 

Dcn. Ted May 

Dcn. Brian Walkowiak 

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE   
               

                        Saturday (Vigil) 
 4:00 p.m.  - Resurrection 

 4:00 p.m. -  Queen of Martyrs 

 4:00 p.m. -   OLHC Church 

 5:30 p.m. -  St. Josaphat  
 (1st, 3rd, & 5th Saturday of the Month) 

Queen of Martyrs ResurrecƟon St. Josaphat 

 

 

OLHC CHAPEL IS OPEN MONDAY -  FRIDAY 8 A.M. -  2 P.M. FOR PRIVATE ADORATION 

Our Lady Help of  
ChrisƟans 

Maria Hilf Chapel 

 

     PASTORAL TEAM 

 

NOVEMBER 30, 2025 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

FAMILY CENTRAL OFFICE 



 IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ALL  
 

BapƟsms: Every Sunday, during or aŌer the weekend Eucharist. 
Please arrange two witnesses who will become Godparents of your 
child.  One of them must be a pracƟcing Catholic and member of a 
Parish. 
 

Faith FormaƟon:  Every child and youth need to be educated and 
conƟnue to grow in faith by the help of parents, family members, 
and Church.  Please call (716) 458-3130 to register your child for the 
Religious EducaƟon program or email cheektowagaī@gmail.com 

 

Confession:  Our priests are available to administer this important 
sacrament of healing and mercy beginning 30 minutes before Mass 
and concluding 10 minutes before Mass begins for a total of 20 
minutes. This Sacrament of ReconciliaƟon will be oīered before 
each daily Mass and before the Vigil Mass on Saturdays. 
 

Marriage: The Sacrament for women and men in love who want to 
create a new ChrisƟan family. All couples who are choosing to serve 
the Church through the vocaƟon of marriage are invited to schedule 
the ceremony with us at least 6 months before the wedding day.  
 

AnoinƟng of the sick:  We administer the Sacrament of healing every 
Tuesday, aŌer 12 pm Mass at ResurrecƟon Church.  Also, call us to 
request a home or hospital visit.  Please do not postpone contacƟng 
a priest at the very moment of death but request the Sacrament 
when the sick person is sƟll conscious and aware of the approaching 
Įnal journey.  In case of emergency please call 716 598-0357. 
 

Funerals:  Please arrange with the funeral home of your choice.  
They will contact our Church for you to schedule this very important 
Liturgical celebraƟon for our beloved departed. 
 

O.C.I.A.:  The program of ChrisƟan iniƟaƟon to become a member of 
the Catholic Church.  Please contact us if called by the Holy Spirit. 
 

New Parishioners:  Always welcome to register & support us 
through Ɵme, talent, & treasure.  RegistraƟon Forms are available in 
the back of our Churches.  Please visit or contact our oĸce to 
register or noƟfy us when moving out of the Parish. 
 

LeƩer of RecommendaƟon:  This is a tesƟmony to the fact that you 
are a pracƟcing Catholic.  Please use contribuƟon envelopes to 
indicate aƩendance.  To be a sponsor, a person needs to be 
conĮrmed, registered at our Parish, and aƩending Holy Mass. Please 
call the oĸce of your membership to receive a leƩer of good stands 
to become a Godparent for BapƟsm or Sponsor for ConĮrmaƟon. 
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OLHC, ResurrecƟon, St. Josaphat, &  
Queen of Martyrs MeeƟngs 

 

OLHC SVDP—December 2nd at 11:00 am—OLHC Upper Parish Hall. 
 

QM Bible Study—December 2nd at 7:00 pm—QM Church. 
 

QM STDP—December 3rd at 7:00 pm—QM Church Hall. 
 

Chapel Seniors—December 4th at 1:00 pm—OLHC Parish Hall. 
 

Rosary Apostolate—December 7th at 12:30 pm—OLHC Upper 
Parish Hall. 

Upcoming Events for Our Family of Parishes  
   

November 16th through December 7th. Resurrection 
annual sock, hat, & glove collection. 
 

November 22nd through December 10th. OLHC Adopt a 
Family Christmas Program. 
 

November 23rd through December 6th & 7th QM STVDP 
Angel Tree. 
 

December 7th OLHC Parish Hall. Pancake breakfast with 
Santa. 
 

December 8th The Immaculate ConcepƟon of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Holy Day of obligaƟon. Mass schedule: 
            

         7:00 am      OLHC Chapel 
                        (No adoraƟon - Chapel - Private Prayer Only) 
         8:30 am      ResurrecƟon 

         12:00 pm    St. Josaphat 

         12:00 pm    OLHC Chapel (LaƟn Mass) 
         7:00 pm      Queen of Martyrs 

         8:00 pm      OLHC Church (Vietnamese Mass) 
 

December 18th Family Advent Penance Service at 
Resurrection from 6-7:15 pm. Every parishioners should go 
to confession before Christmas. 
 

December 20th Faith Formation Advent Penance Service at 
OLHC Church from 9:45-11:30 am.  All are welcome to 
confession after the children and families of the Faith 
Formation program. 
 

December 24th & 25th Christmas Solemnity.  The Mass 
schedule for our Family of 4 Parishes is as follows: 

        St. Vincent de Paul 
 

First Sunday of Advent 

There is an Advent spirit in the heart of every 
human person. It is one of longing, of yearning for a 
fulĮllment that somehow lies beyond ourselves; for we long 
for the coming of the Lord. 
 

As you put your giŌ in the St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box, 
your heart will discover the true meaning of Christmas as 
you help those who are suīering and poor to long for the 
coming of the Lord. 

                    December 24th  
 

         4 pm      OLHC Church     
         4 pm      Queen of Martyrs 

         4 pm      St. Josaphat 
         7 pm      ResurrecƟon  
         7-9 pm   OLHC Church (Vietnamese Mass) 

                       December 25th  
 

             8 am      OLHC Chapel 
             9 am      ResurrecƟon 

           10 am      Queen of Martyrs 

           10 am      OLHC Church (Vietnamese Mass) 
           11 am      St. Josaphat 
           12 pm      OLHC Chapel (LaƟn Mass) 
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   PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY     
 

 

Jeremy Jeziorski & Colonel Randy ScoƩ Wardak, USAF, 
Kevin ArdoneƩo, MaƩhew Baideme, Thom 

Brown, Anthony V. BurƟck, Patrick Desmarais, Colin 
Dudziak, Barbara Fowler, Michael Fowler, Janet 

Glindeman, Julia Glindeman, William Glindeman,  
JusƟn Kasprzak, James A. Koller, Claymore Mac-

Tarnaghan, Colton Marinelli, ChrisƟan Rachinger,  
Joe Seminatoro, Jonathan Sicurella,  Capt. Glen Taylor, 

Jacob TaŌ, L.Cpl., Christopher Wojcik, John Arnold,  
and Ethan Quinn  

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK & HOMEBOUND  
 

Linda Rebadow, Patricia Kubiak, Julie Korst,  Connie 
ValenƟne, Emily Mizerkiewicz, Patricia Urbanczyk,  
Patrick SƟtes, Janice Piskorowski, Grace Tomasello, 

Gary Sieber, Carol Ann Andrzejewski, Tom Mateczun, 
Beth Luther,  Millie Kolis, Mary Ann Conroy,  John 

Hahn, Dolores Wujek, Rita Pawlak, Marian Dascomb, 
Patricia Coyle, Theresa Dziuba, Rosemarie SanƟllo, 

Marie Lelek, Douglas & Diane Freeman, Michael 
Leader, Billy Goeseke, Kathy Makowski, Alfred 

Wojciechowski, Geraldine Sobkowiak, Nancy Sturman, 
Rita Casey, Natalie Habert, Kathleen Connors, Joseph 
LoVullo, Lynne Rautenstrauch, Schuster Family, Sara 

Kruse, Donnie Sieber, Diane Torrelli, Joseph 
Mackiewicz, Joseph Wachowiak, Annabelle Corwin, 
Rhonda Zwick, Tanya Richter, Dolores Wujek, Claire 

Escobar, Gregory Stachura, Maria Zilgme, Donna 
Straƞord, Leonard Bartosiewicz, Samantha Lunz,  

MaƩ Jaracz, Jennifer Reidy, Charles Glinski,  
Robert Klier, Dan & Sue Stypa, Arlene Zdrojewski,  
Jean Moore, Terry Fraas, Mary E. Zakowski, Carol 

Bigelow, ChrisƟne Chojnacki and all in need of healing. 
 

LET US PRAY FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
Joseph O’Donnell, Jacqueline Weiss, and Edwina Brudz 

† 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SATURDAY, November 29 Vigil of the First Sunday of Advent 

4:00 pm OLHC Church Parishioners of OLHC, Queen of Martyrs, Resurrection,   
                         and St. Josaphat 
4:00 pm Queen of Martyrs +Bob Gemerek (17th Anniv. of Death)—by Family 

4:00 pm Resurrection +George Mazurowski—by Joe Mackiewicz & Daughter, Carol 

5:30 pm St. Josaphat +David Varecka—by Mom & Family 

 

SUNDAY, November 30 First Sunday of Advent 

7:00 am OLHC Chapel +Andrzej Dudzik 

8:00 am Queen of Martyrs +Alice B. Maturski (Birthday)—by Maciejewski Family 

9:00 am Resurrection +Lori Skowron—by Family 

10:00 am OLHC Church Blessing & Good Health for the Children & Grandchildren                          

                         of Emilia Che 

11:00 am St. Josaphat +Natalie Habert—by M/M John D’Amato & Family 

12:30 pm OLHC Chapel +James F. Gallagher—by Fr. Martin Gallagher 
 

MONDAY, December 1 

8:30 am OLHC Chapel +James Hardin, Sr.—by Estate 
9:00 am—6:00 pm OLHC Chapel -  Eucharistic Adoration  
 
TUESDAY, December 2 
8:30 am Queen of Martyrs +Helen T. Zakowski—by Estate 

12:00 pm Resurrection +Dorothy Kuenzi—by Susan Slowinski 

 

WEDNESDAY, December 3 Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 

8:30 am OLHC Chapel +Dominic Paluszynski—by Niece 

12:00 pm St. Josaphat +Arleen Toporczyk—by Gary & Susan Tschamber 

 

THURSDAY, December 4  

8:30 am OLHC Church +Walter Wieand & Esther Meier—by OLHC 

12:00 pm Resurrection +George Nowicki—by Charles & Judith Glinski 

 
FRIDAY, December 5 First Friday 
8:30 am OLHC Chapel Blessings for William & Mary Gorski on their Anniversary 
12:00 pm St. Josaphat +Adam Weimer—by Joan Walters 
(Divine Mercy Chaplet before both Masses. Adoration with Prayer to Sacred Heart following 
both Masses) 

 
SATURDAY, December 6 First Saturday 
8:30 am Resurrection +Matthew Kida—by James Wozniak 
(Fatima Devotion after Mass. For Those Who Blaspheme Against Mary’s Perpetual 
Virginity) 

 

SATURDAY, December 6 Vigil of the Second Sunday of Advent 

4:00 pm OLHC Church +Eugenia Kolasny—by Family 
4:00 pm Queen of Martyrs +Raymond Szczepanowski (6th Anniv. of Death)—by   

                                Mom & Dad 

4:00 pm Resurrection +Ronald Szmara—by Elaine 

5:30 pm St. Josaphat +Resurrection Chicken Dinner Volunteers 

 

SUNDAY, December 7 Second Sunday of Advent 

7:00 am OLHC Chapel +Deceased Members of the Wierzbowski Family—by Fox Family 

8:00 am Queen of Martyrs +Maxton Williams—by Dawn Marie Floyd 

9:00 am Resurrection +Mary Roman—by Roman Family 

10:00 am OLHC Church +Thaddeus Blachowiak—by Fox Family 

11:00 am St. Josaphat +Frank Matuszak & Family—by Ann Polaszewski 

12:30 pm OLHC Chapel +Patricia Florea—by Fr. Martin Gallagher 

WEEKLY INCOME 

November 10 - November 16, 2025 

(Parish Collections)  
 

• Resurrection —$ 3,346.00 
 

• St. Josaphat —$ 2,937.00 
 

• OLHC —$ 6,137.70 
 

• Queen of Martyrs —$ 3,777.35 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Prayers for the Sick  
 

Kindly contact the Central Oĸce if you wish to include 
a name on the prayer list. Please ensure you have 
obtained the individual’s consent before requesƟng 
their addiƟon to the list.  Please let us know when 
someone can be taken oī the prayer list.  Thank you. 



 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION  
OLHC  Queen of Martyrs  ResurrecƟon  St. Josaphat 

4125 Union Rd., Cheektowaga, NY  
(716) 276-9288  cheektowagaī@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, December 6 @ 9:30am we will have student only 
classes in the OLHC School building.  Classes are 1 hour. 
 

On Saturday December 13th the Cheektowaga Faith 
FormaƟon program will have our Advent IntergeneraƟonal/
GOF session.  This will consist of Mass at 4pm followed by a 
family meal.  If families could bring in a dish, snack, vegies, or 
dessert to supplement the pizza that would be 
appreciated.  Following the meal, we will have grade level 
classes and a group acƟvity.  The program concludes at 7pm. 
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Queen of Martyrs' St. Vincent De Paul Angel Tree Basket 

 

The Angel Tree provides underprivileged families in the area 
with giŌs for Christmas. Once again this year, we are asking for 
Target or Walmart giŌ cards so children’s giŌs may be pur-
chased. There will be an “Angel Tree Basket” placed by the 
side Altar the weekends of November 22-23, November 29-

30, and December 6-7. We will be distribuƟng food and giŌ 
cards for Christmas on Saturday, December 13th. Thank you 
for your kind and generous support - it makes Christmas 
brighter for many families. God bless you for your love.   

OLHC Adopted Family Christmas Program - 2025 

 

All parishioners in our family of parishes are invited to make 
Christmas a liƩle merrier for individuals in our community who 
may be in need of some assistance. This year we will be 
coordinaƟng with Family Promise of WNY, St. Luke’s Mission 
of Mercy, and St. Gianna Molla Pregnancy Outreach Center as 
we share the joy of Christmas with those in need. (Family 
Promise WNY works alongside families facing homelessness to 
provide housing and supplies so every child can have a safe 
home … see more informaƟon about them at www.fpwny.org) 
 

Tags with speciĮc “wish list” items will be available at all 
weekend and daily Masses at OLHC beginning Saturday, 
November 22th. The wrapped giŌs (with the card aƩached to 
the outside) may be brought to any of the OLHC Masses or 
Central Parish Oĸce NO LATER THAN WED., DEC. 10th

 so that 
there is Ɵme to deliver them to the intended family or agency. 
If you choose to purchase a giŌ without taking a card, please 
aƩach a piece of paper to the outside of the giŌ staƟng what it 
is so we may distribute it accordingly. Thank you in advance 
for your generosity! 

ResurrecƟon - Annual Sock, Hat, and Glove CollecƟon 

 

Please help support the collecƟon of new winter 
socks, hats, and gloves for St Luke's Mission.  The 
collecƟon is sponsored by the Sisters of St Francis of the 
Neuman Community.  Five members of our Catholic 
Family are Associates of the Sisters of St Francis. New 
socks, hats, and gloves are needed for men, women, and 
children . The collecƟon bin is placed in the vesƟbule at 
ResurrecƟon Church.  The collecƟon will run from 
November 16th through December 7th.  All items will be 
taken to St Luke's Mission in Buīalo by the Sisters of St 
Francis.  Thank you for your conƟnued generous support! 

 

~Marie Lelek, Associate of the Sisters of St Francis 

St. Josaphat’s New Food Pantry Hours 

 

St. Josaphat's Food pantry will now be 
open on Saturdays from 12:00 p.m. - 
2:00 p.m. Anyone needing 
assistance or wishing to make a 
donaƟon outside of these hours may 
call the central oĸce at 716-276-9288 
to schedule an appointment. Thank 
you to all our parishioners from all 
four of our churches who give so 
generously. 
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From Our Spirituality and Healing Ministries-- New Beginnings . . .   
 
Advent, the season of beginnings, is a prayerful time of year as we examine our relationship with 
the Lord and others around us as we ponder the coming of God’s Son into our lives. However, 
our prayerful ponderings may often disrupted by last-minute shopping, holiday preparations, 
anxieties about the future and the fears, discouragement and concerns surrounding changes 
within our parish families, divisions in our society and in our world.. Sometimes we experience a 
season of joy as a season of stress.  In Latin, Adventus means the coming or the presence – persons 
in ancient time believed its meaning to be the coming of someone in high office, , a king, an 
Emperor. For Christians, the meaning of Adventus was transformed into the coming of the Lord 
and His presence among us. Advent is a time of expectant hope, when we look to the future and 
the past in order to focus on the present. God is in our midst. 
 
To appreciate the richness of this season of hope, we are to remember that the Lord keeps His 
promises. In the time of the prophets, God promised that He would send His Son Who would 
bring goodness, peace and love into the world by His giving of Self. This personal and loving 
Creator would definitively save faithful people from the forces not of God, by making all things 

new. As we anticipate Jesus’ birth, we anticipate and participate in our rebirth.    
 
And how do we approach Our Lord for renewal and rebirth? Thomas Merton can be our guide 
during Advent and how to understand this beautiful time. He was a mystic, monk, and spiritual 
writer in the 20th century. Merton spent a period of three semesters, from the fall of 1940 to 
December 1941, teaching at St. Bonaventure when then a college. In his writings, he states that 
Advent is a mystery. He believes that it is a mystery of emptiness. Jesus came, incarnated as 
human, to those most in need, all of us in some way broken in our humanity.  He came for those 
who are suffering, the most unfortunate, the sinful, those that feel empty. The Advent mystery is 
then a mystery of emptiness, like the empty crib of poverty, of limitation. We can all be likened 
to the empty crib, the manger, that the Divine infant fills up with His love, His goodness and His 
Salvation. In anticipation of the Lord filling up the empty crib, we await Him and anticipate Him 
with Hope, we await new beginnings/ In this Jubilee Year of Hope -- Hope for renewal and 

rebirth. 
 
This Advent, in this mystery, let us discover the emptiness that exists. Let us ask the Lord to fill 
us with His Divine by completing us in His joy in the coming of the new. Let us make this prayerful 
time, a sacred time, and allow the mystery of Advent to be revealed. Let us open our minds, hearts and 
souls to the mystery and allow it to become a reality, a reality of HOPE, a reality of LOVE!  
 
Blessed Advent Season,   
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